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Hi there!

I am delighted to say that we feel the time 
is now right to offer shares in our Court 
Cave gelding, who is currently enjoying 
the lush summer grass in Nicky Richards’ 
wonderful paddocks at Greystoke.

His pedigree received a timely boost with 
the recent victory of his five-year-old full 
brother Judge Earle, who won a bumper at 
Sedgefield in May. This was an encouraging 
performance given the stamina in the bottom 
line of his pedigree and gives the mare a 
100 per cent strike-rate with her runners.

Our four-year-old, who has yet to be named, 
is bred for both stamina and pace. 

He is the second foal of a half-sister to 
eight-race winner Night In Milan and bumper 
winner Bestiarius from the family of top-
class staying hurdler Rose Ravine, winner 
of the Cheltenham Stayers’ Hurdle, Sun 
Alliance Novices’ Hurdle runner-up Cardinal 
Red and seven-race winner Ringaroses.

His sire Court Cave, by Sadler’s Wells, is 
a beautifully bred unraced full brother to 
Beat Hollow and has already made a big 
impact at stud. His notable representatives 
include top-class performers Champion 
Court and Court Minstrel, Whodoyouthink, 

Willoughby Court, Clondaw Court, Mercers 
Court, Hold Court and many more.

Our horse has been given plenty of time to grow 
into his frame, having joined Nicky Richards last 
autumn as an unbroken three-year-old store. 

The reason why we have not yet sold him is 
because I wanted to ensure he displayed 
sufficient promise to warrant his being 
kept in training. I am pleased to report 
that Nicky saw enough in the quiet work 
he did earlier this year to encourage me 
to keep him, which is why we feel the time 
is now right to move to the next stage.

I have to stress that our horse is, of course, 
unproven at present but the early signs 
have given us reasons to be hopeful. 

Assuming all goes well he will be prepared 
for an early bumper, hopefully this side 
of Christmas, and then brought along 
patiently with a view to hurdling in 2018/19. 

This is, as you are aware, a long-term project. 
If you are interested in learning more then 
let Rebecca know and we can have a chat.

Bye for now!
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OUR HORSE

BAY GELDING (IRE)
June 2nd, 2013 

(Second Produce) 

Court Cave 
(IRE)

Louis’s Teffia
(IRE, 2013)

Sadler’s Wells

Wemyss Bight

Presenting

Chione

Northern Dancer

Fairy Bridge

Dancing Brave

Bahamian

Mtoto

D’Azy

Mandalus

Dandy Poll



Thank you to our partners, The Racing Post - Copyright (c) Racing Post/Edward Whitaker
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OUR TRAINER

Nicky Richards first took out a licence to train in 1999, taking 
over from his father Gordon who had long been established and 
respected as one of the country’s top National Hunt trainers.

Since then Nicky has handled some of jump racing’s most popular 
performers – The French Furze, winner of 11 races including 
the Fighting Fifth Hurdle, Turpin Green, Faasel, Simply Ned and 
most notably multiple top-class performer Monet’s Garden.

During that time Nicky has trained the winners of the Becher Chase, 
Fighting Fifth, Old Roan Chase, Melling Chase, Scottish Champion Hurdle, 
Peterborough Chase and many more of the country’s top jumps races.

Nicky trains at Greystoke, one of the most picturesque settings in 
the country with the Cumbrian mountains a scenic backdrop and an 
ideal location for the late-maturing type of horse he handles so well. 

Nicky has operated at a strike-rate of over 20 per cent in the last 
three seasons, which is very creditable when you consider that many 
of his runners are backward types that require the experience.

We believe that our horse has the ideal profile for the type of horse 
Nicky likes to train. We are confident that his quiet, gentle and 
patient approach will allow the horse to realise his full potential.



MEMBER BENEFITS

• Welcome Pack

• Member’s badge

• Text Message Service (for people without internet 
and the chance to opt in for others)

• Access to a private area of our website to keep 
informed, watch videos and view pictures

• Access to the Dark Horse Racing update line

• Online chats with our team and members

• Monthly Newsletter

• Regular updates on our horse’s progress

• Annual DVD

• Annual voucher to use against a Marten Julian publication or service

• Stable Visits

• Race days

• Events

• Prize-money will be split equally among members

• If the horse is sold the funds will be split among members
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WHAT’S THE PLAN

This Club will last for a five-year term subject 
to the horse’s well-being and ability.

It is the longest term we have ever offered, so 
it will be exciting to welcome members and 
give everyone a chance to get to know others 
who are involved and experience racehorse 
ownership the Dark Horse Racing way.

As the horse has been bought with a view to 
becoming a National horse, we do not want to rush 
him as he needs plenty of time to develop so he 
can reach his full potential as a staying chaser.

A top priority is to name our horse! Once we 
have all our members we will invite everyone 
to make suggestions for his name. 



OUR HISTORY

You may not be aware, but Marten and his team created the 
first Racing Club in the country back in the early 80s. It wasn’t 
commonplace then to open racehorse ownership to a wider 
audience, and in fact the people at the top of the industry weren’t 
that keen on the idea but he persisted and met with great success.

Since then we have owned various horses under the name of Marten 
Julian, Marten Julian Equine and the popular PSB (Professional 
Sporting Bureau). We took a break when Marten became frustrated 
with the low level of prize money, and the disrespectful way in which 
owners were being treated, but following improvement in both areas 
we decided to venture back a few years ago and started searching for 
a horse for our National Project. This has taken a while, but finally we 
are ready to move on having found a horse in the sales last summer.

All of our Clubs and Partnerships have run in the 
same colours of black, white and pink.
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OUR TEAM

We have a long-established team with a wealth of experience. 

With additional support from

Steve Dixon Tasha Julian Juliet Iddon Lucy Iddon

Jodie Standing
Racing Research &

Newsletter Coordinator

Marten Julian Rebecca Julian-Dixon
Manager



SHARE!

If you have a friend who may be 
interested in joining Dark Horse Racing 

then please let us know, and we will 
send you a card to give to them.

If they join, you will receive a thank you 
present from the Dark Horse Racing Team.

www.darkhorseracing.com
Tel: 01539 736 836
Email: rebecca@darkhorseracing.com
69 Highgate Kendal • Cumbria • LA9 4ED


